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Introduction
• BACB Ethics Code 2.11 Obtaining Informed 

Consent - “They are responsible for obtaining 

assent from clients when applicable” (2020)

• Assent is important as it helps us adhere to our 

core principles  

• Specific guidelines from the BACB do not exist

• Assent is broadly thought of as agreement or 

approval of the client. 

• Assent in research 

• IRB will determine if children are capable of 

assent by considering their age, maturity and 

psychological state. 

• May waive assent under certain conditions 

• Assent in medicine 

• Guidelines for obtaining child assent 

• Assent should only be solicited if some element 

of refusal will be respected 

• Assent in behavior analysis – lack of research 

• No clear guidelines or recommendations 

• Purpose: a comprehensive evaluation of variables to aide in 

clinical decisions regarding the applicability of assent 

• Provides: rationale for honoring/not honoring assent 

withdrawal

• General information: name, operational definition of assent 

withdrawal, when AW is occurring, interventions in place etc. 

• 5 point rating scale 

• 5 subcategories 

• Scores for each subcategory and total score 

• This intervention (is/is not) essential because __________

• Assent withdrawal (will/will not) be honored because 

________________

• Placement on scale is determined by score on 

BATS 

• Even when clients fall more towards the limited 

end of the scale, their assent withdrawal may not 

be honored for essential treatment components 

targeting the reduction of dangerous behaviors 

• Still work to maximize choices 

• Position on the scale is not fixed but fluid and 

dependent on treatment progress. 

Behavioral Assent to Treatment Scale (BATS)


